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 SATISFACTIO 


IN THE 


Caſe of Pathes, 


: 9 SHEWING 
3 How far under the LAW itwas thy 
; To SWEAR, 


l And how that in any caſe under the GOSPEL. 
be it is Forbidden. 


0 By William Holpate. 


Micah 6. 8. The Lord hath ſhewed ther, O Man, what is goody; and 
what doth the Lord —_ thee, but to do juſtly, to for Blirey z 
and to walk, humbly with thy God ? 
Afts 24- 14. But this I conſef unto thee, that after the way which 
they call Herefie, ſo Werke Tthe God of my Fathers, believing 
. . allthings which are written inthe Law and the Prophets. 2 
Prov. 20. 28. Mercy and Truth preſerve the Ks ing, ard bis Throne = 
is wpholden by Xercy. -(B 
Ifa. 1. 10. Wo tothem that deeree Unrighteous Decrees, and write © 
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Toall who deſire SatisfaRion in the, 


Cale of Oathes. 


| Hilſt 1/-acl ſtood in the Cavenant with God, 
under the Diſpenſation of the Law given forth 
by Aoſes his Servant, they were in ſome caſes 
the Lorg their God, for per« 
forming ſome ſpecial thiog to the Lord, thereby binding thei 
Souls by an Oath, or for Confirmation of a matter, whereby 
Strife was to end; but they were not to ſware by any thing 
elſe, neither after the manner of the eEgyprians or Heather : 
And if at any time they ſwore, it was to be done in Judgment, 
Mercy and Truth; -for if they that were under that- Dif- 
penſazion or Coyenant, ſwore to do good, or to do evil unad- 
viſedly or raſbly, or if any heard the Voice ofany ſuch Swearers, 
they,and thoſe that {ware to do good or todo evil, were to bear 
their Iniquity & be ſhut out of the Congregation of the Lords 
People for that Treſpaſs, Lev. 5. 1,4. till the Prieſt had offered 
upa Sacrifice of Attonement for them, and they having knows» 
kdge thereof, confelled they had ſinned in ſo Swearing, 
evertheleſs, this Xfoſes, who gave forth the Law unta 
Ifr acl, ſaid unto them, A Propher ſhall the Lord your God raiſe 
9180 you, of your Brethren, like unto me, HIM ſhall ye bear inal 
vhingss, whatſoever be ſal ſay ae you; And it ſhalleame to paſt 
that every Soul. phich ſball not hear, that Prophet, ſhall be deftroyed 
fom among the People, AQts 3. 22, 23. 'F ny, 
And this Propane was Chriſt, the end of the. Law, who ſaid; 
Ht 53 Fiſhed, John 19. 30. which the holy. Voice, ae. 17. 5. 
faid, This 51 my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well Taves hear. ye 
him, And he commanded {/rae!, Mat. 5. 37; Not to Swear as 
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the ame Teſts Chrift ld, He Sa greater than Solomon, Mar 12, 
41, 42+ and was David's Lord, who was and 1s to be heard and 
obey*dinall things; yea, whoſvever ſhall break one of the leaſt 
of his Commandments, and teach men ſo, ſhall be called leaſh 
in the Kingdom of Heaven; but whoſoever ſhall do and teach 
them, ſhall be called. great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

 Aatth. 15. 19. | if 

And his Diſciple Fames, in Confirmation of this Teſttmony, 
writing to the twelve Tribes, among ſeveral Godly -Saluta- 
tions, Admonitions and Counſlels, ſaid, Fames 5. 12.. 8ut 
ebove all things my Brathren, SWEAR NOT, neither by 
Heaven, neither by Earth, neither by ANY OTHER OATH: 
--AS/if he ſhould have ſaid, © Though you may fallinto Temp- 
** tations, yet 1 wonld have you avoid SWEARING, for there 
*& is no good comes by Swearing, becauſe 'it' expreſly oppoſeth 
« Chriſt -Jeſns our Lord and Saviour his Command ; and 
.* oppoſeth the very end of his Coming, which was to bring 
% men' unto Perfection.and Unity with himſelf, as in the be- 
.*-viniing, that ſo having a regard. (enrough his row r)-to 
«their Words and Promiſes, they may berome conformable to 
« him in all things, rendering unto'Ce/ar the Things that are 
*.Ceſar's,' and unto God the things that afe Sox"s, who kee ing 
*themſclyes-in the Love of God,” look for the Mefcy of. our 
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© *they hall: tidve” Tronble,' but in Chriſt Jeſas'Peace,, 
— 416 manican take fromthe. ©! © 1117917 5 10 90 31239 6 4 
But if any ſhall ſay, r wa Swearing in odinary Communications 
that Chrift forbad. ; I OY No CL 2 
4 . Such may as well ſay, that the bzrrer Fupy did io more than the 
-Y8Þ _ Lawof#4fſcr4id, which forbad rah aid ) Ipaty Conimpnica- 
bk <- WF cion-Othes, as is mentioned, Lev. F.1.4;"\and'c Hb Eh 


'# Prophets ofthe.Lord,Fer.5'7. How ſhall] parden't wp far this * Thy 
 * Children have forſchen me, arid. ſworn by rhem thaf art vogods ; and 
Fer. 23-10 For-becanſe of Swearing the Lam monraeth ; 'BoL. 4 2 
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ſhall be cut off, as on that ſide, according to it, Which Texts ſuf- 


ficiently prove, that under the Diſpenſation of the Law of 
Moſes, all ordinary Communication-Oathes were forbidden; fo - 


it is hoped upona ſerions and weighty Conſideration of theſe 
Texts, Chriſtians, or ſuch as would be efteemed Chriſtians, will 
not oppole the plain Command of Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, or 
have ſo low eſteem of his Do&trine, who is the alone Saviour, as 
to alledge or ſay, That he did no more than Moſes did under 
the Law, leſt it be ſaid, That Chrifftians have changed their 
glory for that which doth nos profit, and ſobring a Reproach 
upon Chriſtianity ; for as it was the glory of the Fews under 
the Law not to Forſwear, neither Swear vainly, (0 it is and always 
was the glory and perfection of true Chriſtians not to Swear as 
all, as may be proved by numerous Teſtimonies of the Antient 
Chriſtians, whoſe Anſwer to ſuch as perſecuted them, and 
required them to Swear, was, They wereChriſtisans,and could not deny 
Chriſt nor bis Doftrine. A few Teſtimonies are here recited 
for the Satisfation of the honeſt hearted Enquirer in this 
Matter. . | 


1. And firſt, Polycarpus, who was Fohr's Diſciple (who wrote 
the Revelations) and Biſhop in Smirna, about Amo 162. denyed 
all Oathes, and ſaid (when examined before the Proconſul of 
Smirna) © That he was a Chriſtian, and was ready to ſhew 
& forth the Dofrine of Chriftianity, if the Goyernour deſired 


*« the ſame. Who for refuſing to Swear was committed tothe. 


Flames, being eighty ſix years of 'Age ; Euſeb. lb. 4.. ch. 15. 
| 2. Beſilides, aSouldier, andof Authority in the Rowan hoſt, 


Anno Chr. 205. refuſed to ſwear in a matter concerning his 


Fellow-Souldier, affirming, He was a Chriſtsan. 
3. Ambroſe, Biſhop of MGlan, upon P/al. 110. * Do not. 
« jmitate him- in Swearing,” whom you cannot imitate in fol- 
« lowing ; therefore Swear not; for the Goſpel-Truth doth 
& not receivean Oath, ſithevery faithful Speech is for-an Oath; 
« and whatis more, isfrom-the evilOne. _-# 
4. Ferom, npon Mar.'5. 34. Jem: 5. 124 Sith, © The great. 
| "Ys « Erangelit 
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«Evangeliſt admits not of an Qath, ſince every trne Saying ls 
«qual thereunto, &e. 
5, Chryſoſtom (about Anre 399, ) blameth them greatly thay 
brought farth a Book to ſwear upon ; faying, 6 It is a fin to 
& Swear well, and not lawiulto ſwear ina jult or unjuit thing 
With much more againſt Swearing. | 

6. Theophilus, an Antignt Father of the Church , faith, 
«Learn hence, that under the Law it was not evil for oneta 
& Swear, but ſince the coming of Chriſt, it is Evil, as is Cir 
&« cymcifion, and in ſum, what-ever is Jewilh, 

7. Ambroſe, on Mat 5. «© Therefore the Lord, - who came ta 
© teach the little Ones, to inſpire Novices, ta confirm the 
* Perfec, faith in the Goſpel, Ye muſt nor Swear at all; he ſpoke 
© not only to the Apoltles, but to tie Multitude z for he wquld 
&* not have thee to Swear, leſt thou ftouldſt Forſwear, 

8, Cyprian, (about 249.) a famaus Father in his day, and 
faithfu! Martyr, de Mortalir, * It is unlawful for any man to 
” rape another to take an Oath, | 

9. Hiliary (about 305.) on Mar. 5. aFather very famous in 
the days of Conſtantine, * The Law ſet a Penalty for Perjury, 
- 4 but. Faith doth remove the Cuſtqm cf an Qath, making the 
_ * buſineſs of qur Life to be determin'd in Truth, and laying 
« aſide the affecting to deceive, that the buſineſs of deceiving 
© might be apparent between [ct #] and [_/r is Net] and what 
& is more, 1s allof Evil, 

.. IC, Gregory Nyſſenws, Brother t0.Baſil, his Works are famous, 
ſaid, © He.who by Moſes eſtabliſhed the beginning of the Law, 
« by himſelf fulilled all the Law and the Prophets z who takin 
« away Anger, aboliſhed Killing alſo, and together with Lu 
& took away Adultery ; he alſo caſts out of mens Lives accurſed 
& Perjuries, whillt-by the Prohibition of an Oath, he hath put in 
2, liths 351t were, to ſecurity, - commanding not to Swear 
"tall . | | ; 

"11. 1/doxus Pelufiota (who as is ſaid, thaton Earth he lived 
the Life of an Angel) writes, Epiſt. 155, 6b. 1, If thou art of 
{« aur Flock, and art ordered under a goad Shepherd, deny the 
* Nature of wild Beaſts, and obcy his Voice that ect to 
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© Swear at all, &e. Morcover, LA to Swear, is not to requir 
«an Oathof another ;. If a man ſpeaks Truth uſually, he will 
&* always ſpeak Truth, without an Oath ; but if he be a Lyar, 

* he will Lye, though he Swear, &c. | 

12. Auguſtine, on Mat. 5 (about Anno 430.) It was the 
* Righteouſneſs of the Phariſees not to forſwear; this he con- 
© firmeth, who forbiddeth to ſwear, which belongs to the 
« Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom of Heaven ; for as he that doth 
© not ſpeak-cannot ſpeak aLye,ſo he cannot Forſwear which doth 
© not Swear. That an Oath is not among good things, but 
© among evil things, and uſed for the Infirmity of others, which 
«isevil; from which we pray, that we may be Qelivered. 

13. Chromatius, a Biſhop of Aquileia, on Mar. 5. © But I ſay 
© into you; Swear not at all, The Law (faith he) given by 
* Moſes received a growth, proficiency or perfection by the 
«Grace of the Doctrine of the Goſpel. In the Law it was 
* commanded, not to Forſwear, but in the Goſpel not to Swear 3 
© which very thing heretofore the holy Ghoſt did premeditate, 
* that Solomon ſhould command or teach, ſaying, Let nos thy 
« Mouth uſe to Swear. : | 

14. Caſſiodorws, on Pſal. 94. about the year 5009. * Hence it 
«is that men are forbidden to Swear, becauſe by their own 
© Power they cannot perform their Promiſes. 

15. Iſidorus Hiſpaleuſis, who lived in St. Gregory's time, about 
Anno 540. © Many areflow to believe, which are moved at the 
&* beliefoftheWord ; but they do grieyouſly offend, who compel 
© them to Swear that ſpeak ro them. 

16. Beda, about Anno 700. an Engliſh man, and tiled vene- 
©*rable; Before all things, my Brethren, Swear not, ſaith, Be- 
« cauſe he entirely deſires to draw ont the deadly Poyſon of .the 
« Tongue in his Hearers; he forbad to detract or ſlander any 
© man, or to judge his Neighbour, who forbad to grieve in Ad- . 
«yerſities, which are open ſins; That he might take away the 
«Cuſtom of Swearing, ſaid, I reſtrain you from the fanlt of 
« Swearing, Oc. 

17. Theophilat, Arch- Biſhop of the Bulgarins, about Anne goo. 
very famous, on Yar. 5. faith, * To Swear, .or adjere moreto 
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& ſhouldſt ſay, That the Lay of Afoſes was Evil, becauſe it com- 
f manded to Swear; learn, that then it was not Evil; but after 
* Chrilt, it is Evil, as alſo to be circumciſed, and in brief, what- 
© ſocyer 15 Jewilh. 

18, Alphonſus de Avendano, out of Cajeray's Comment of 
Alat. 5. <« The Lord perfefted the command of not Forſwear- 
<« ing, by taking away the occaſion, becauſe without an Oath it 
* js 1mpoſlible to incur Perjury ; tor an Oath was not neceſlary 
« by the firſt intention cf Nature; for if men had continued in E 
s* the Truth, they had not lyed; and becauſe Chriſt came that 
* he might bring back men to the firſt Innocency, an Oath is not 
& necellary ; and therefore not good, nor of God, &, 

19, Thomas Aquinas, Gleſ. on 7Aat. 5. p.22, * The Lord had 
& taught before, Wrong is not to be done to our Neighbour, 
& as in forbidding _ with Murder, Luſt, Adultery, put- 
« ting away ones Wite; and now he- teacketh, that we muſt 
& abſtain from wronging of God, when he doth not only forbid 
& Forſwearing as Evil, but alſo an Oath, es the occaſion of Evil, 
v£ whence he ſaith, Hear thou again, &c. 

20. Euthymins Zagabonus on AMdat. 5. p. 43. faith, © Againg 
« ye have heard its ſaid to them of old time, Thou ſhalt not Forſwoar, 
« &c, but ] ſay unto yow, SWEAR NOT AT AEL, Ge, 
© Oueſt, Whatthen is to be done, if any require an Oath, yea, 
*compel to Swear ? Ayſw, Let the fear of God be, more 
it forcible-than this Compullion or Neceſlity, and chule rather to 
« ſuffer all things, ''than to tranſgreſs the Command, fith in 
«every Precept, force and violent danger will often meet with, 
© thee, And unleſs thou efteemeſt the command of God every 
$ % where more forcible, all things will depart from thee, void 
- *« and unperformed, 
: 21. Fo. Major Hadingtons, on Mat. 5, * Not to Swear at all 
« that Precept was given to the Diſciples (tie Baſis) of the firft 
& Church. | 

22. Peter Charron, No(tor of Law in Paris, in his Book of 
Wiſdom, chap. 37. © An Oath, what is it, but aſymptom and 
«© ſhamefu} Mark of Diſtruſt, Infidelity, Ignorance, humane In- 
NIOY « firwity, 


& #44 or Way, is-of the Devil Moreover, (faith he) if thou 
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* firmlty, both in him that 35 it, and that givesit, that = 
©ordains tz alluding to Chrift's words, What is meve than Tea, © 
© Yea and Nay, Nay, is of the Devil. "_. 

23. Occumenivs, a famous Greek writer, about Anne 1070. 
ON Fames 5. 12. writes thus : © But ſome will ſay, If any be 
© forced to Swear, what muſt be done? We ſay, whe fearof God 
© ſhall be ſtronger than the force of him that compels, ſeeing 
* that God ſought not a Sacrifice by Beaſts, but a broken Spirit, 
6 enflamed by the fire of Love. He forbids to Swear by God, 
© becauſe of Perjury, by Meaven and other Oaths, that men . 
© ſhould not bring theſe things into the Honour of God ; for 
6: all that did Swear, did Swear by the greater. | 

24. Anſelmus, Biſhop of Canterbury, about Anne 1090, On 
Mat, 5. ſaith, © Moſes ſeeing that he could not take away 
© Swearing, takes away Perjury ; but the Lord removes them 
S- —y” from Perjury, when he forbids them to Swear 

at all. . . 

25. Michael Sadler, an eminent man, (called a Lord) was 
cruelly Tortur'd and put to Death by the Papiſts, under the 
Emperor of Germany, whoſe Brethren were alſo executed with 
the Sword, and his Wife and Siſters drowned for holding 
opinion, That men ſhould not Swear toor before the Magiltrate. 
About Arno 1527, 

26. Bible Notes, upon Mar.5. *Whatſoever you avouch,ayonch 
* it barely, and whatſoeyer you deny, deny it barely, withour 
*any more words. | 
| 27, Bexaon Fames 5. That which you have to ſay or affirm, 

« ſpeak it ſimply ; and that you have to deny, deny i imply 

& and flatly. 

28, H. Grotius (on Mat. 5.) a greatand learned Man,excludes 

all Oathes, not only ſuch as areuſed in common Conrerſation, 

bus ſuch as relate to Trade or pecuniary matters. 

29, Biſhop Sanderſon, de jurampralitt.5. $.No need to forbid 

« by a new Commandment things that of themſelves were 

&« always unlawful. So he, otherwiſe, We muſt read Chriſt's 

« words thus; Ye have heard by them of old 16me, Thou ſhalt nat 

6 For ſmear thy ſelf, 518 ſhals perform unto the Lord thine ow 3 <4 
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Ea nte Tree feral, cope te foo eafte. Which 
= * would hea wronging of Chriſt's words. 13 


rep 
RE Now. they that love. Chriſt wilt keep his Commandments, 
= $o thar f they may have right toenter into the Joys of their Lord, 
: where they will be preſerved from the Evil of that day, which + + 
will burn as an Oven, wherein all the Proud, yea, and all that BY 
do Wickedly, or tempt God's People 'by-laying of Snares to 

catch them in) ſhall be as Stabble; ſo that neither Root The 
' Branch ſballbe left tothe proud, wicked oppreſling violent Men, 

who þave filled the Earth with Violence, and made the Land, by , 
reaſon of Oathes to mourn. So it will be good for all in this 
the day of God's Power, to conſider what they are doing, and 
whoſe Pands they are ſtrengthening ; for it was the chief Prieſts 
that-were the chicfeſt Inftruments, by ſtirring up' the Rulers 
(Luke 23. 13,18.) to murder the innocent ; and ſo brought in- 
nocent Blood upon their Heads, and upon their Poſterity : Oh ! 
therefore let every one that fears the Lord pray for the Peace of 
Enyland, that the hearts of them'that hate Peace may be con- 
3 verted, aud ihſtead of ſeeking to cauſe Diſcord, Hatred and 
IY Heart-burnihgs athongſt men, by encourageing Evil - doers, 
they may labour to preſerve Peace, by doing that which begets 
good Will amongſt. men, and fo be true Chriſtians, obeying 
Chriſt Jeſus, who commands to love Enemies, and to bleſs and 
not curſe, that ſo their Righteoutneſs may excecd that of the 
Scribes and Phariſees of this Age, or the eAgyprians of old, 
Exed. 1. wko made Jſrael ſerve with Rigour, that their Lives 
were made bitter unto them with hard Bondage, though they i 
neither impriſoned them, nor took their Goods or Cattel from «© | 
them, . for. all their Cattel went out of e£gypr with them, as 2 x 
is recorded, Exed. 10. 26. chap. 12. 31, 32. 
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* And we ſee bv Experience, thatan Oath will not bind4il men, # 
Ys. but is a Snare 2nd a ſtumbling block to the upright hearted, who | 
© * need noſcaring Aſſeverations, toawe thein into Truth-ſpeaking, 4 BM 
"= knowing that what God diſpenſed with under the Law,he reſol- ub 


yed to remove under the Goſpel, and to- bring things pearer to 
himſelf in Truth and Righteouſneſs, from Adultery-inthe AR, 
: . ; = 
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to Adultery In the Thonght, 4. Revengs-.to Infferance, frogs: ” 
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